Throughout the continent companies large and small are providing funds and creative endeavour in support of efforts to minimise the impact of Covid‐19. Here are some recently‐reported examples.

**Beverages:** The Coca‐Cola Foundation, the Coca‐Cola Franchise in **Kenya** and its bottling partner Coca‐Cola Beverages Africa (CCBA) have contributed over Kenyan Shillings 30m (approximately \$300,000) worth of support to Shining Hope for Communities (SHOFCO), Kenya Red Cross and Amref Health Africa to bolster their efforts towards curbing the spread of the Covid‐19 pandemic in Kenya.

The support is in the form of financial aid; assistance in distribution of sanitisers produced by Kenya Pipeline Company (KPC); and Coca‐Cola beverage product donations to medical facilities. Kenya is among 13 African countries in East and Central Africa receiving donations from Coca‐Cola. *(coca‐colacompany.com; africabusinesscommunities.com 30/4)*

**E‐commerce:** Naspers' first shipment of personal protective equipment (PPE), consisting of 275,600 KN95 masks and 100,000 face shields, has arrived in **South Africa**, the first of multiple shipments that will be distributed to front‐line healthcare workers. It follows the company\'s commitment of Rand 1.5bn (approximately \$90m) in emergency aid to the country.

Naspers is contributing R500m to the Solidarity Response Fund and is procuring R1bn worth of PPE and other medical supplies through its partnerships with Tencent and the **Chinese** government. *(naspers.com; africabusinesscommunities.com 23/4)*

**Food:** The Flour Mills of Nigeria Plc (FMN), Nigeria\'s food and Agro‐allied group, owners of the iconic Golden Penny Foods brand has contributed Naira 2bn (approximately \$5m) across the country in the fight against Covid‐19. This money is made up of N1bn in cash and another N1bn in food relief materials and medical equipment.

In addition to cash donations and food relief products, FMN will also be providing medical aid through the donation of medical equipment and kits. FMN is importing Covid‐19 Pharmaceuticals and Equipment including about 35,000 units of Covid‐19 testing kits, 75 ventilators and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for 10,000 medical and emergency workers. *(fmnplc.com; africabusinesscommunities.com 21/4)*

**Social Media:** Facebook has expanded its Coronavirus Information Centre to nearly all countries in Africa. It features at the top of Facebook\'s News Feed, providing a central place for people to keep informed about the pandemic. It includes real‐time updates from national health authorities and global organisations such as the World Health Organisation (**WHO**), as well as helpful articles, videos and posts about social distancing and preventing the spread of Covid‐19. *(facebook.com; africabusinesscommunities.com 15, 24/4)*

Meanwhile TikTok will contribute US\$10m to Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance to support Gavi\'s response to the pandemic in lower‐income countries in Africa. The donation will be matched by the **Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation** through the Gavi Matching Fund, a public‐private funding mechanism to support Gavi programmes. Gavi was established in 2000 to ensure new and underused vaccines are quickly made available to prevent infectious diseases and strengthen global health security. Gavi has supported 496 vaccine introductions and campaigns in the world\'s 73 poorest countries and established global vaccine stockpiles against major health threats, such as Ebola. *(Gavi.org; tiktok.com; africabusinesscommunities.com 1/5)*

**Technology: Egyptian** tech company Giza Systems has begun 3‐D printing face shields. The company uses digital printing technology mainly to produce assistive devices for people with disabilities, working in a lab called Project Nitrous. It designed a face shield that can be printed in plastic, cut out by laser and simply assembled, and started delivering the devices to thousands of doctors, free of charge. The firm is now distributing around 2,000 face shields a day to medics nationwide and has partnerships with around 25 public and private hospitals. *(© AFP 28/4 2020)*

A **Rwandan** digital fabrication laboratory, Fab Lab, has built a working prototype of a 360‐degree sanitising tunnel, marking the first ever of its kind in Rwanda\'s ongoing fight against the coronavirus. Resembling a door frame metal detector, the machine is equipped with motion sensors. It sprays a 360‐degree mist of foggy hydrogen peroxide (H2O2) in an automated response to human movement. With a 90% disinfection effect, the machine has a sterilisation capacity of 1,000 people per day and can be used in any entrance such as hospitals, supermarkets, and schools. *(New Times 4/5)*

A **South African** company that manufactures 3D 'podz' has developed a Covid‐19 isolation facility that it says can be used in hospitals and other health care facilities. Warren Bosman, the CEO at Oracle 3D, said the company had previously developed smoking and baby‐changing podz, which were well received at shopping malls and other public spaces. *(Sowetan Johannesberg 13/4)*
